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172 Correspondence of the late Mr. Davidson. 

tian ; he complained bitterly, and said he would rather they had 
murdered him. It is stated, that when Mohammed El Abd went 
away, one of the Harib pretended to examine his gun, and seized 
the opportunity to take aim, and shot Mr. Davidson, who was 
sitting on the ground a short distance from the party, who imme- 
diately began to plunder and seize everything belonging to Mr. 
Davidson, allowing Mohammed El Abd to keep possession of 
what property belonged to him, obliging him first to make oath 
on the Koran. That the caravan was not met by the Harib, but 
has gone on to Timbuctoo, with which Abou, the companion of 
Mr. Davidson, travelled. 

" Sidi Ali added, that he had reason to believe that the first 
robbers gave intelligence of Mr. Davidson's route to the tribe of 
El Harib ; and that had not Mr. Davidson stopped, he would 
have reached Toudeyny before they could have overtaken him. 

" I am most sorry to observe, that I do not entertain a hope of 
receiving further or more correct particulars regarding the fate of 
Mr. Davidson than what I have communicated. He was aware 
of the perils and dangers of the journey; nothing could shake 
his determination, and his valuable life has paid the forfeit ; but 
his name will be handed down to posterity, as one of the many 
victims who have nobly fallen in the cause of science. 

" I am, &c. 
(Signed) " Wm. Willshiue. 

" E. W. A. Drummond Hay, Esq." 



XIV. — A Sketch of the Progress of Geography ; — and of the 
Labours of the Royal Geographical Society, during the year 
1836-7- By the Secretary. Read at the Anniversary Meeting. 

Seven years have now elapsed since the foundation of the Geo- 
graphical Society of London,* and at the close of its first septen- 
nial period we may perhaps be permitted to recall the chief 
geographical discoveries that have marked each year of its course, 
before proceeding to the more general subject of the progress of 
geography during the past year. 

The first year of the Society's existence was signalized by the 
solution of that remarkable geographical problem, which had 
already caused the sacrifice of many valuable lives, and which may 
be characterized as the greatest geographical discovery since that 
of New Holland — namely, the course and termination of the river 

* Yet be it remembered that the African Association had existed since the year 
1788 — and the Palestine Association since the year 1804, and these were purely 
geographical societies, and many important discoveries were made under their 
auspices. 
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Niger, or Quorra, by the brothers Richard and John Lander, 
who navigated its stream from Yaoori, in lat, 1 1° north, to the 
sea in the Bight of Benin — a distance of 600 geographical miles. 

The year 1832 was remarkable for discoveries in the Antarctic 
Ocean — effected by Mr. Biscoe, R.N., who, commanding the 
brig ' Tula,' in the employ of those spirited merchants Messrs. 
Enderby, of London, succeeded in reaching a high southern lati- 
tude, where he discovered two considerable tracts of land — viz. 
that justly named Enderby's Land, in long. 47° E., and Graham's 
Land, with Adelaide Island, <Scc. in 67° W. — all nearly on the 
Antarctic circle. 

In 1833 we had to turn our eyes to the opposite pole, where 
Ross, and his gallant band of British sailors, had passed three 
years amidst the ice of the Arctic Seas — and then unexpectedly 
returned to their country, bringing accounts of their close ap- 
proach to the magnetic pole, and of the discovery of a large tract 
of hitherto unknown coast-line of the peninsula of Boothia, — and 
not less in importance, a proof of the moral courage displayed 
by this band of sailors, under circumstances of privation and 
hardship almost unexampled in the annals of discovery. 

The year 1834 was marked by a successful and important 
journey across central Asia, by Lieutenant A. Burnes, E.I.C. ; 
during which he obtained much information on his route from 
Cabul, across the Indian Caucasus, to the ancient cities of Balkh 
and Bokhara, and added considerably to our former knowledge of 
the course of the river Oxus, and generally to the physical and 
political geography of Upper Asia. 

In 1835 we had again to revert to North America and the 
Arctic Ocean, where our gallant countryman Back discovered and 
followed to the sea the great river which now justly bears his 
name, tracing its course in a north-east direction, a distance of 
600 miles from its source to the ocean ; and there, on the shores 
of the Frozen Sea, obtaining such evidences of the great proba- 
bility of a communication by water along the northern coast of 
America, in the parallel of 69° or 70°, that the government has 
again entrusted to him the command of an expedition which we 
sincerely trust may, by tracing the northern shore of America, set 
the seal to Arctic discovery ; and thus reward the enlightened 
perseverance of the British government, and the courage and 
enterprize of its servants. 

Such are the discoveries for which the Royal Premiums, gra- 
ciously placed by his Majesty at the disposal of the Society, have 
successively been awarded by the council. 

From such high and animating ground of discovery let us de- 
scend to the more humble, yet not unimportant details of the 
progress of geography during the past year. And fully aware of 
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the difficulty of the task, and conscious how imperfect such a 
sketch must of necessity be, it is undertaken with the hope that 
by endeavouring to state what has been done, and briefly pointing 
out what remains to do, it may be the means of rousing others to 
join in reaping the ample harvest which is yet offered to those 
who take an interest in the study of some of the many branches 
of geography. 

EUROPE. 

Civilized Europe, it might be imagined, at first sight, would 
offer no field for geographical research ; and, in fact, a rapid 
journey over the greater part of Europe could not add much to 
our knowledge of its physical geography ; but when we search for 
rigorous astronomical and statistical observation — for correct to- 
pographical detail — for a precise delineation of its physical fea- 
tures — for an exact outline of its coasts, and the depth of water 
in its various seas and channels — we search almost in vain ; yet 
much has lately been done towards attaining such a knowledge of 
this part of the earth's surface as the advanced state of science 
and civilization imperatively demands. 

British Isles. — It is on this principle that the national map of 
England, known by the name of the ' Ordnance Map,' (begun in 
1796,) is at present being executed, under the zealous super- 
intendence of Captain Colby, R.E., and engraved on the scale 
of an inch to a statute mile, or g^y^ of the natural scale : two 
sheets have been added to this survey during the past year, and 
sixty-nine sheets are now published, comprising all the southern 
and midland counties ; four or five more sheets may shortly be 
expected ; — while the geological examination of the country, 
under the able direction of Mr. de la Beche, now combined 
with the topographical survey, will greatly enhance the value of 
the maps. 

A cadastral survey of the country, on the scale of • 23 -Vb"-> or 
nearly 27 inches to a mile, to show the boundaries of parishes, &c. 
has been proposed, but it appears not to be considered necessary. 

No national map of Scotland exists, but the points of the great 
triangulation are established, and the private munificence of in- 
dividuals has filled in the detail of some of the counties — Suther- 
landshire, for instance, at the expense of the Duke of Sutherland, 
&c. A small general map, on the scale of 8 inches to a degree, 
by Mr. John Arrowsmith, almost finished, combines all that is 
accurately known of Scotland. The geological map, by Dr. 
M'Culloch, is likewise published. The detail of the coast-line 
is proceeding, under the superintendence of the hydrogra- 
pher ; and also an excellent map of the Shetland Isles, on the 
scale of half an inch to a mile, has been completed during the 
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past year by Mr. Thomas, R.N., who has devoted some years to 
its execution. 

The recent survey of Ireland, called the 'Towland Survey,' 
is proceeding rapidly. This truly national work, which does 
honour to the enlightened legislature that ordered it, and to 
the engineer officers who carry it into execution, is based on 
a grand triangulation, one side of which, connecting Ireland with 
England, is 108 miles in length ; another, 101 miles, 93 miles, &c. 
Its detailed operations are completed with the most minute ac- 
curacy, on the scale of 6 inches to a statute mile, or -j-oiro °^ * ne 
natural dimensions ; exhibiting all the boundaries, distinction of 
barren and cultivated land, levels, &c. — in short, everything of 
practical utility; so much so, that a line of rail-road or canal 
might be, and has been, projected* on the data supplied by it, 
without any fresh survey — which could not, it is believed, be 
effected with the existing maps in any other country in the world. 

The maps of ten counties, comprising 560 sheets, are pub- 
lished, and the work advances rapidly. Combined with this map 
a series of memoirs is publishing, which will make it as complete 
as can be expected in a work of the kind. Would that such a work 
were possessed by, or in progress in, every nation in Europe ! 

In concert with the land-survey the hydrographic department, 
under the zealous and enlightened superintendence of Captain 
Beaufort, is extremely active. Parts of the east and west coasts 
of England, the Irish Channel, the east coast of Scotland, the 
coast of Wales, and the northern coast of Ireland, have been 
accurately examined, and are still in progress. Added to this, 
a minute and beautiful chart of the North Sea, executing by 
Captain Hewett, and showing, with the greatest accuracy, all the 
undulating features of the wide but shallow valley — in no part 
exceeding 100 yards in depth — which separates our island from 
Holland and Europe, are gratifying proofs of the activity displayed 
by the government in the advancement of physical geography. 

At length we may venture to boast of a work, worthy of the 
subject, on the Physical and Political Geography of the British 
Islands, forming part of the Library of Useful Knowledge, in 
which the physical features which mark the true face of the 
country are traced with a master's hand. 

On general geography, with the exception of some articles in 
the Encyclopaedias, and especially in the Penny Cyclopaedia, no 
work has been published in England during the past year ;j yet 

* The projected railway between Derry and Enniskillen ; also in the improvement 
of the harbour at Belfast. 

t The valuable researches of Mr. Whewell and Mr. Lubbock, on the subject of 
tides, form an honourable exception ; as do also the useful printed Tide Tables, 
published by the Hydrographic Office at the Admiralty. 
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is the harvest so thoroughly gathered that nothing is left for the 
gleaner? Has the subject of the geographical distribution of 
man, of animals, and of plants * met with attention? Has ethno- 
graphy, or the classification of mankind according to language — 
or its classification according to religions, been studied? Is there 
a traveller's manual, or a table of positions, or a general gazetteer, 
or dictionary of geography, worthy of the name, in our language ? f 
It is to be feared we ask in vain. 

France. — The great topographical map of France, to be com- 
pleted in 258 sheets, under the direction of General Pelet, of 
the Depot de la Guerre, has issued 12 sheets during the past year, 
making 48 sheets already published. 

The publication of this admirable work began in 1 833 ; it is 
executed with great care, on the scale of ^.Vinp or about -£$ of an 
inch to a geographical mile, and is accompanied by a geometrical 
description, by Colonels Puissant and Corabeuf, reciting all the 
scientific labours on which the survey is based, — a very proper 
accompaniment to the national work. A map of Guienne, on the 
scale of tt,W&> or Ittt °f an mc ^ to a geographical mile, is also 
publishing by the Depot de la Guerre : 50 sheets have appeared, 
and it is to be completed in .54 sheets. Conjointly with this 
survey, an accurate examination of the coasts of France is pro- 
ceeding under the direction of Admiral Hamelin, of the Depot de 
la Marine, seconded by the zeal of M. Beautemps Beaupre, and 
M. Daussy; and some valuable charts and plans have been 
published by the Depot during the past year, in addition to that 
excellent work, the Pilote Francois. 

L' Atlas physique, politique, et historique de la France, which 
forms the third part of a Course of Comparative Geography, by 
M. Denaix, proceeds fast to its completion. 

Belgium. — Under the spirited direction of a private individual, 
M. Ph. Vander-Maelen, at Brussels, whose topographical and 
statistical labours in his own country deserve the highest praise, 
two new works are just completed ; one, a geometrical plan of 
Brussels, by M. Craan, in 4 sheets, on the scale of ^s-Vir, or 
29 inches to a geographical mile ; the other, a map of the 
environs of Brussels, by Professor Perkins, in 9 sheets, from 
the cadastral survey, on the scale of T ^ ff o, or rather more than 
7 inches to a geographical mile ; which may be added to the 
numerous works already published at this splendid geographical 
establishment. 

Sweden and Norway. — In addition to Colonel Forsell's map 

* Mr. Watson's Sketch of Geography of Plants is an exception. 

jr Itis a singular fact, that in the Index to the Reports of the British Association, 
and in that to the Magazine of Popular Science, the word Geography is not to be 
found ; or if perchance found in the former, it refers to nothing. 



Progress of Geography in 1836-7. 177 

of Sweden, in 8 sheets, his excellent work on the statistics of the 
country has added much to our knowledge of this kingdom. 

Iceland. — A French Commission, composed of several scientific 
men, headed by M. Gaimard, has this year visited Iceland, has 
thoroughly examined the country, and has brought home a large 
collection in natural history. The results of the expedition in 
detail may shortly be expected. 

Hanover and Brunswick. — The topographical map of these 
countries, in 67 sheets, by Papen, has issued 10 sheets during 
the past year. Also the various maps in course of publication in 
the different states of Germany have each added this year a few 
sheets to their number. 

Saxony. — The map of Saxony, by Schlieben, has furnished 
7 sheets, and the Statistical Society at Dresden is active in col- 
lecting and diffusing topographical as well as statistical infor- 
mation relating to the country. 

Prussia. — Three sheets of the Government map of Prussia have 
been issued ; and two of that by Engelhardt. A general list of 
the maps and geographical works in course of publication will be 
found at the end of the last volume of the Society's Journal, and 
which will be continued. The catalogue would be too long to 
enumerate them here ; yet if those only were mentioned that are 
based upon strict principles, the number, it is feared, would be 
but small. The subject of the orthography of names of places 
demands serious attention ; and this may be more especially 
remarked in maps of Asia and Africa. If the Geographical 
Societies of Berlin, of Paris, and of London could be induced 
to adopt some general standard for orthography of Arabic, Tur- 
kish, Persian, &c. names, perhaps all geographers, even if they 
might not fully approve of it, would, for utility's sake, adopt it. 

Tuscany. — In addition to Padre Inghirami's excellent map, 
and Zuccagni Orlandini's Atlas of this state, Repetti is publishing 
a geographical dictionary of the Grand Duchy, which has reached 
the letter L; thus, perhaps, no state in Europe will be more 
correctly described. 

Greece. — Besides the admirable map of the Morea, made 
under the immediate superintendence of Captain Peytier and 
M. Puillon Boblaye, and published on the scale of •^ ^ T nrs'» or 
about 3 miles to an inch, the French have just completed a 
survey of 800 square leagues of Northern Greece, comprising 
Euboea, Attica, Boeotia, Phocis, and Locris.* The disturbed 
state of the country prevented their proceeding with Acarnania 
and Etolia, about 600 square leagues more, which still remain 
unexamined, except the sea-coast of the former, which was sur- 

* See Bulletin de la Societe de Geographie, Dec. 1836, and March, 1837. 
VOL. VII. N 
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veyed by Mr. Cooling, R. N., in 1830. We have also the 
whole northern frontier line from Arta to Volo, a distance of 137 
miles, laid down by the Commissioners for fixing the boundaries* 
This, combined with the admirable travels in Northern Greece, 
by Colonel Leake, just published, has done much towards 
removing our ignorance of this highly interesting country. 

Turkey. — The southern shores of Turkey in Europe have been 
recently surveyed by Captain Copeland, R.N., who, commencing 
at the Island of Cerigo, has carried the examination round to 
the entrance of the Dardanelles ; he has also determined 
the height of many of the principal mountains, as Olympus, 
Ossa, Pelion, Athos, j &c. The charts of this survey are now 
publishing by the Hydrographic Office, on the scale of 5 miles 
to an inch. Of the interior of this fine country we know very little, 
except an account of its statistics and its resources by Mr. 
Urquhart ; and we have the testimony of the excellent geologist, 
M. Ami Boue, who has lately examined the structure and direction 
of the mountain ranges, " that even the best maps of this country 
are extraordinarily incorrect."J 

Now that there is no difficulty in travelling in Turkey, and 
that nothing but a little personal discomfort need be feared, it 
may be hoped some unoccupied tourist may find a more worthy 
subject than to record the whimsical adventures of a voyage down 
the Danube, and may be induced to visit a part of Europe where 
there are yet discoveries to be made ; namely, sources of rivers, 
mountain-ranges, extensive plains, &c., as indicated by M. Boue, 
and of which we know nothing. 

Archipelago. — Many of the Greek and Turkish islands have 
been accurately examined during the late survey, which from 
the Dardanelles has extended along the shores of Asia Minor to 
Ephesus — charts of which, with the islands of Lemnos, Samo- 
thraki, Samos, &c, are completed, though not yet published. 
In Candia, the ancient Crete, we have the recent travels by Mr. 
Pashley, in which the author, besides illustrating with great 
learning the classical and antiquarian interest of his subject, has 
obtained much useful statistical information respecting the pre- 
sent state and capabilities of this beautiful island. 

Russia. — The new map of this vast empire, in 59 sheets, by 
the Depot-topographique, on the scale of f^wirff' comprises part 
of the information collected by Herr Adolph Erman, in his im- 
portant journey from St. Petersburg to Moskow, and by Kazan 
and Perm, across the Ural Mountains to Tobolsk, and along the 
Obi to Obdorsk. The first volume of the personal narrative of 

* See Memoir by Colonel Baker, in Journal R. 6. S., vol. vii. p. 76. 

f See Journal R. G. S., vol. vii. p. 61. 

t See Bulletin de la Societe de Geographic, Oct. 1836. 



Progress of Geography in 1836-7- 179 

this journey is filled with geographical details on this little known 
country, as far as the mouth of the river Obi ; also with informa- 
tion regarding the mines in the Ural, the hydrography of the 
Wolga, &c. &c. 

A paper " On the Varieties of Climate and Productions in the 
Russian Empire," published in the Agricultural Gazette, at St. 
Petersburg, and translated into the Quarterly Journal of Agri- 
culture,* contains an able summary of this subject, and much 
useful information. 

The results of a chronometric expedition round the Baltic, by 
the Russian General Schubert, in 1833, have been published 
during the past year, and kindly transmitted to the Geographical 
Society by M. Kupffer.f They give the relative position of 
seventy-seven important points. 

Traversing 900 miles of latitude, we reach the spot on the 
shores of the Black Sea, where the new series of observations is 
to commence, to determine the difference of level between it and 
the Caspian. The direction of this undertaking is confided to 
Messrs. G. Fuss, Sabler, and Savitch ; and the line selected is 
from Novo Tcherkask, near the mouth of the river Don, to 
Stavropol, and thence to Kisliar on the Caspian, a distance in a 
direct line of about S90 geographical miles, on a general bearing 
of north-west and south-east. Thus there is every probability of 
the long-contested question in physical geography of the depres- 
sion of the Caspian Sea being finally set at rest. 

Caucasia. — On the Caucasian provinces, especially interesting at 
this day, we have a notice in the work of M. Charles Belanger's 
" Voyages aux Indes Orientales," &c. ; also in M. de Marigny's 
" Three Voyages," and Herr Nordmann's scientific tour in the 
Black Sea. The Academy has also published during the last 
year M. Kupffer's observations during his travels in the Caucasus, 
and the continuation of the work of Marshal Biobertein on the 
flora of that country : and the Academy of St. Petersburg has 
instructed M. Sjaegren to proceed to Caucasia, in order to make 
himself acquainted with the language and customs of the Ossetes, 
one of the six classes of the nations now inhabiting the Caucasian 
provinces. 

From Berlin we learn that M. Dubois has submitted to the 
Geographical Society there the maps and drawings made by him 
during some years' residence in the Caucasus ; and Herr E. 
Eichwald, at Stuttgard, has also lately published the account of 
his journeys to Caucasia and to the Caspian Sea. 



* See Quarterly Journal, No. 32. 

f See Journal R, G. S., vol. vi. p. 413. 
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ASIA. 



A glance at the map of this vast country will show at once that 
here is ample field for geographical discovery. From the icy 
ocean to the equator — from Syria to Japan, every journey of any 
extent must be over ground with which we are but imperfectly 
acquainted, — and this very ignorance should be an additional 
stimulus to prosecute research to every European whose lot may 
be cast in this portion of the globe. 

In briefly recapitulating the principal works which have con- 
tributed to the improvement of the geography of Asia, we would 
first point attention to the admirable work " Erdkunde von Asien," 
by Professor Ritter at Berlin, which has now reached the second 
part of the third volume, and thus completes the description of 
Hindustan and of Eastern Asia; and, secondly, to the Atlas 
von Asien, by Dr. H. Berghaus, in which, besides the maps of 
the countries, he has discussed all the elements employed in their 
construction. The past year has produced six new maps, namely, 
Syria, Arabia, and Egypt, Assam, and the Chinese Coast. 

Siberia. — Commencing to the north, we must again take up 
the route of Herr Adolph Erman from the Ural, thence by 
Tobolsk along the river Obi, to Obdorsk, near the Arctic Circle : 
returning to Tobolsk, he proceeded to Irkutzk, and visited 
Kiakhta and the country south of the Baikal Lake, then to 
Yakuzk, and across the Aldan Mountains to Okotzk, thence by 
sea to Kamskatka, and to the island of Sitka. The results of 
this journey, parts of which only are yet published, are highly 
important to physical geography. During the same period, 
Captain Lutke, commanding the Seniavine, had examined the 
coasts of Kamskatka to the north of Avatchka Bay, and several 
islands in Behring's Sea. Baron Wrangel, too, lately returned to 
Europe from his command at Sitka, has doubtless brought home 
some geographical information from that distant quarter, which, 
it is hoped, may be made public ; all we know is, that he has 
proved the non-existence of some of the pretended discoveries 
by the American whalers, and has fixed the position of some 
points in the Aleutian Isles. From the introduction to Captain 
Lutke's Voyage, we learn that during the last twenty years not 
less than twelve Russian ships of war have made voyages round 
the world, two only of which Tiave been published previous to the 
present, namely, Bellingshausen, in 1819-21, and Kotzebue, in 
1823-26. 

The result of the levelling by Mr. George Fuss, along the 
shores of the Lake Baikal, has been published in the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg. 
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Japan. — Dr. Ph. von Siebold's Archief, &c, or Description of 
Japan, being the results of six years' residence there, from 1824 
to 1830, has reached the seventh number. In the mean time, 
we have Herinneringen uit Japan, by Heer Heindrick Doeff, 
published at Haarlem, — the only remains of a long residence in 
that empire, the fruits of which were lost by shipwreck. 

Central Asia. — The map of Central Asia, in 4 sheets, on the 
scale of nearly 2 inches to a degree, by Klaproth, has, since the 
death of that eminent orientalist at Paris, remained unpublished. 
It is compiled from the great Chinese map and other sources, 
and contains some of the author's own routes in Central Asia. 

The Asiatic Society of Bengal has printed a memoir on 
Chinese Tartary, and on Khoten by Mr. Wathen ; and a geo- 
graphical and political notice on Iskardoh in Little Tibet, com- 
piled by Captain Wade, from information obtained from an envoy 
of Achmed Schah. 

The interesting journey in India of M. Jacquemont has reached 
its eighteenth number ; and we may shortly expect the travels of 
Moorcroft and Trebeck, with a map, combining all the latest 
information from the most authentic sources. 

Kashmir. — Baron Hiigel, just returned to Europe, after an 
absence of six years in the East, has supplied a valuable notice 
on the present state of the Valley of Kashmir, and a more 
correct map of the Panjab, and the various passes through the 
Himalaya Mountains than we before possessed.* We look with 
interest for the remainder of his travels, which, from the speci- 
men kindly given to the Geographical Society, must contain 
valuable information. 

China. — Of this country, to which it is so difficult to obtain 
access, we have a general description, as also of its inhabitants, by 
Mr. Davis, many years a resident at Canton, and well acquainted 
with the language and literature of the Celestial Empire. 

It is probable that we must look to our missionaries for a better 
knowledge of this country. The patient perseverance, combined 
with the truly Christian zeal with which they pursue their high 
calling, may eventually open a way into an empire that seems 
shut to any other attempts. 

It is from the journal of a missionary, M. Bruguiere, appointed 
chief of the Roman Catholic mission in Corea, that we have the 
latest accounts of China and Chinese Tartary. From Macao, 
M. Bruguiere went to Fougan,to Nanking,passed the Great Wall 
into Tartary, and resided some time at Sivang ; thence he reached 
the frontiers of Corea, where he fell a victim to fatigue and 
privation, y 

* See Journal R. G. S., p. 343. 
t See Annates de la Propagation de la Foi, No. 50. 
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Malacca.— A slight notice of a part of this peninsula has been 
communicated to the Asiatic Society of Bengal by Lieut. New- 
bold, chiefly concerning the political relations of the native states. 

Borneo. — Of this little-known island an interesting paper will 
be found in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of London, by 
Mr. G. W. Earl, who has also given an account of his voyages in 
the Asiatic Archipelago, in a volume just published. We have, 
too, the results of Heer Oliver's Voyages to the Moluccas, and 
to Makassar in the Celebes, in 1824, lately published at Rotter- 
dam. At Paris, also, M. de Rienzi is publishing an account of 
some years spent in these Eastern Seas. 

New Guinea. — At the south-western extremity of this island 
the Dutch have proved that Cape Walsh is situated on an island, 
about eighty miles broad ; thus one atom of information is added 
to the balance against our great ignorance of even the shores of 
this vast island. 

India. — Returning westward, we come to the British possessions 
in India ; and here, at least, we are upon known ground. The 
measurement of the great meridional arc, resting upon eight bases, 
and extending from Cape Comorin, in the parallel of 8°, to the 
foot of the Himmalaya, in 30° north latitude, a distance of 1320 
geographical miles, has, during the last year, been brought to a 
close. This arc has been connected by lateral series of triangles 
with Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and Benares : the whole of the 
tract south of the river Khrishnah, in the parallel of ] 6° nearly, 
with the exception of Dindigul and part of Nellore, has been ac- 
curately surveyed : north of that line, to the borders of Hindustan, 
only Kandeish and part of the Hydrabad territory are still to be 
examined. Many of the maps of this survey, on the scale of 4 
inches to a mile, are already published, and the rest are in course 
of publication. This work does honour to the enlightened views of 
the East India Company, who instituted it, and to the zeal and 
energy of their officers who have carried it into execution. 

Sind. — Of Sind we have a notice by Captain A. Burnes, who 
has again recently left Bombay on a mission to C&bul ; and we 
have a good earnest in what he has already done that he will lose 
no opportunity of acquiring further information. 

Arabia. — The shores of the Persian Gulf have been already 
surveyed, and, with the excellent charts of the Red Sea just com- 
pleted by the officers of the East India Company's service, have 
made us fully acquainted with the east and west coasts of Arabia ; 
from the Straits of Bab el Mandel, to the eastward of Makullah, 
the southern shore has also been surveyed. Of the interior 
Lieutenant Wellsted, of the Indian Navy, has given us some ac- 
count ; — first, in a journey from the south coast to some remark- 
able ruins, about seventy miles in the interior of the eastern part of 
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Yemen ; secondly, by a very important journey of seven hundred 
miles in the interior of the province of 'Oman, under the dominion 
of the Imam of Muskat.* 

Berghaus, also, has published a map of Arabia during the past 
year. 

Euphrates. — This river has been explored, (thanks to the libe- 
rality of the British government,) and the practicability of its na- 
vigation, with proper vessels, from Bi'r to the Persian Gulf — a 
distance, including its windings, of nearly 1000 miles — has been 
fully demonstrated by the zeal, and energy, and perseverance of 
Colonel Chesney, who, in spite of obstacles of no ordinary cha- 
racter, has accomplished his difficult task. The geographical 
information obtained, which must be very important, has not yet 
been made public. 

On a neighbouring river, the Tigris, we have the accurate 
observations of the lamented Mr. Rich, (too early taken away 
from his sphere of usefulness) ; also an account of his journey 
into Kurdistan, his residence at Baghdad, and on the site of 
the ancient Nineveh; which have been made public during the 
past year. 

Syria. — Here we must again cite Berghaus' map, as the best 
we have yet seen of this country, f Mr. Barker has contributed an 
account of a journey to the source of the river Orontes, and of the 
passage of Lebanon ; and we hear that a spirited young Irishman, 
Mr. George Moore, instead of loitering in fashionable pilgrimage 
along the beaten paths of Palestine, has actually devoted the past 
year to a minute geographic examination of the Dead Sea and its 
shores. 

We hope the time is come that some geographer will take in 
hand a map of this region, profiting by the data that would be 
willingly supplied by the numerous travellers that have journeyed 
over every part of both Syria and Palestine, and endeavour to 
complete a map worthy of a country which must ever possess a 
higher interest than any other on the surface of the globe. 

Asia Minor. — Still proceeding westward, we come to the journeys 
of MM. Callier and Texier, in Asia Minor, of both of which we 
have yet only very brief accounts. Our own countrymen, Mr. 
Brant, in 1835, and more lately Mr. W. I. Hamilton, in 1836, 
have given us routes throughout Anatolia and Armenia, from the 
shores of the Mediterranean to the frontier of Persia. The 
former has contributed a new route by the Russian frontier ; the 
latter several routes, over less frequented parts of the country, 

* See Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. vii, part i. 

f We had hoped ere this to have profited by the observations of M. Callier, who 
three years since travelled through this country, but they seem not to have been 
yet made public. 
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throughout which he has paid great attention to its geology and 
its physical geography. 

The survey of the western shore of Anatolia, to unite with that 
of Karamania, by Captain Beaufort, is now in progress, under 
the direction of Lieutenant Graves, R.N., and will thus complete 
the coast-line of the more western portion of Asia. 

AFRICA. 

Northern Africa. — In this wide field for discovery accurate 
geographical investigation has advanced but a little way beyond 
the coasts within the last year ; and it is to be feared that the 
rscent calamitous death of our countryman, — a loss which we, in 
common with every admirer of enterprise, deplore, — may tend to 
check its progress for some time to come. Young, zealous, and 
enthusiastic in the cause of discovery, the traveller had sur- 
mounted all the difficulties opposed to his advance in Marocco, in 
Sus, in Wadi Nun, and had even traversed half the desert towards 
Tumbuktu, when he was barbarously murdered by the faithless 
Arabs : and the name of Davidson must now be recorded with 
those of Hornemann, Park, Ledyard, Burckhardt, Laing, and 
Lander, as some of the most eminent among our countrymen 
who have sacrificed their lives in the cause of African discovery. 

Should the traveller's papers be recovered, we may expect to 
find in them a detailed account of the country round Wadi Nun, 
and observations calculated to determine the western route from 
Marocco to Tumbuktu more accurately than has hitherto been 
done. All that we now know of his routes is gathered from his 
letters to H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, and to his family, which 
have been promptly communicated to the Geographical Society, 
and will be found in the seventh volume of its Journal. 

Abu Bekr, the companion of Mr. Davidson, who is supposed 
to have continued his journey to Tumbuktu, has been sent for by 
the sheikh of Wadi Nun, and if he escape the perils of the 
deserts, will probably return to England. He is quite capable 
of giving an instructive and accurate account of the country 
through which he passes ; his retentive memory and his honesty 
meriting the utmost confidence. It may be here observed that 
Abu Bekr's description of the route from Jenne to Cape Coast, 
collected with great care by Mr. Renouard, and inserted in the 
sixth volume of the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, 
deserves much attention, as it points out a short road to the 
interior which had never yet been thought of, and which, so long 
as we possess the friendship of the King of Ashanti, seems to 
offer considerable advantages. 

In continuation of the former labours of Captains Belcher and 
Skyring, R.N., Lieutenant Arlett has surveyed and laid down, on 
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the scale of an inch to a mile, the western coast of Africa, from 
Cape Spartel to Cape Bajador ; has measured the height of many 
of the mountains of the lesser Atlas, and has expunged from our 
charts of these shores many imaginary dangers. He commenced 
a survey of the Canary Islands, which that able and experienced 
officer, Captain Vidal, will complete in the intervals afforded him 
by the Harmattan season, which periodically interrupts his trying 
and exhausting, but highly important labours along the Gold 
Coast from Cape Palmas to Corrisco. 

Algiers. — For the improvement of the geography of Algiers 
we naturally look to France, and a map of the territory compre- 
hended within the French military operations is said to be now 
in a forward state. The surveys of the Bays of Algiers and 
Bona have been completed ; also the coast-line, from the former 
to the frontier of Marocco, under MM. Berard and Dortet de 
Tessan, and published at the Depot de la Marine. The con- 
tinuation of the survey as far as Cape Spartel is about to be 
executed. 

Tunis and Tripoli. — No positive accessions to topography have 
been made here ; but we may notice the maps of these countries, 
published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
as the most correct in point of orthography of any hitherto 
issued. 

But we cannot quit the subject of Northern Africa without 
bearing testimony to the value of a work, bearing the unpretend- 
ing title of ' Etudes de Geographie Critique sur une partie de 
l'Afrique Septentrionale,' by M. D' Avezac, late Secretary-General 
to the Geographical Society of Paris, accompanied by a newly- 
constructed framework of a map, in which the author has laid 
down the various itineraries furnished by different travellers, 
and discussed their merits ; — a good example in critical geo- 
graphy, which we would gladly see followed for other parts of 
the world* M. D'Avezac has also published an ' Esquisse de 
l'Afrique,' — a programme only, we believe, to a larger work on 
that country. 

Egypt. — We still look anxiously for the map of this country 
by Mr. Wilkinson, in addition to his splendid work on the topo- 
graphy of Thebes. Of the manners and customs of the modern 
Egyptians, we have a graphic description from the pen of Mr. 
Lane, and from M. Jomard, a ' Coup d'oeil impartial sur l'etat 

* In a brief notice of this work, in Volume vi. of the Journal of the Royal 
Geographical Society, it was mentioned in a note that there appeared some omis- 
sions and inaccuracies in the map which accompanies it. The author has since, in 
a letter evincing great knowledge of the geography of Northern Africa, shown that 
he was fully borne out by the authorities he had consulted in compiling his map. 
Whether fresh information procured from travellers may confirm these authorities 
remains to be proved. 
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present de l'Egypte, &c.' The charts of the Red Sea, from a 
survey made by the officers of the Indian navy, constitute a 
valuable addition to our knowledge of the eastern side of the 
African Continent. They have pointed out exactly the ruins of 
Berenice, and done much towards proving the general accuracy 
of Bruce's positions : on both these subjects Lieutenant Wellsted, 
of the Indian navy, has contributed an interesting paper to the 
Journal of the Geographical Society. 

Abyssinia. — Dr. Riippel has returned to Europe, and we may 
shortly expect the results of his late journeys in this country. 
In the mean time, two French travellers, MM. Tamisier and 
Combes, have returned to Marseille, after having penetrated, it 
is said, as far south as Shoa, in 10° north latitude, some distance 
to the southward of the extreme point reached by M. Caillaud. 
Unfortunately these travellers were unprovided with instruments, 
and little can therefore be expected from the narrative of their 
travels, besides the description of the half-civilized tribes with 
whom they had intercourse. Among these Were the Boren, 
Galla, and some Mohammedan tribes of the same nation, who 
stopped the progress of the travellers, and having plundered 
them, compelled them to retrace their steps. 

The survey of the north-eastern extreme of Africa is still 
carrying forward to Cape Gardafui by the officers of the Indian 
navy, who have also completed an examination of the Island of 
Socotra, of which a detailed description has been communicated 
to the Society by Lieutenant Wellsted, one of the officers 
employed. 

Western Africa. — Traversing, in imagination only, the whole 
breadth of the continent, in this parallel, we reach the Bight of 
Benin, where the survey of the Gold Coast, before alluded to, is 
now carrying on. 

At length we have the gratification to announce the publication 
of Captain Allen's excellent chart of the Quorra, that river which, 
under the name of Nigir, has excited so much interest, given 
birth to so much learned speculation, and cost this country so 
many lives. The chart extends upwards from the sea about four 
hundred miles, to the large town of Rabbi, marking the depth of 
water and the features of the banks, and containing a very pic- 
turesque view of the point where the Tchadda pours in its col- 
lateral stream. One of the Liverpool steamers which so gene- 
rously conveyed Captain Allen up the river, in order to examine 
it, has remained at Fernando Po, and in her Mr. Becroft has 
again ascended the Quorra, and also the old Calabar river of our 
maps, which he believes to be a branch of the deltoidal mouth 
of the Quorra. This seems to require confirmation. 

South Africa. — Here the spirit of exploration has been latterly 
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very active. The roving habits acquired by the boors near the 
Karroo, the commercial relations of the colony with the nations of 
the interior, and the nature of the country, all tend to throw the 
enterprise of the colonists into a channel favourable to geogra- 
phical discovery. Dr. Andrew Smith, the leader of the expe- 
dition which left Cape Town on discovery two years since, has 
recently arrived in London, bringing with him a large collection 
in various departments of natural history. He has visited the 
sources of the Caledon and the Maputa ; has ascended the heights 
of the Caffrarian Mountains, and advanced as far as the southern 
tropic in the tracks of the traders. As yet, however, there is but 
little known of the geographical results of his journey, which can- 
not fail to be highly important, as his party was well provided with 
instruments. In the spring of last year two traders from the 
colony, Messrs. Mehem and Jones, reached Delagoa Bay with 
loaded waggons, being the first to beat a path which we dare say 
will soon be much frequented. Captain Gardner, while seeking 
a pass practicable for waggons through the Quathlamba Moun- 
tains from Natal to the Orange River, arrived within a few miles 
of the sources of this great stream. It is to be lamented that his 
hasty search proved unsuccessful. The country round and im- 
mediately north of the sources of the Orange River has been 
narrowly examined by the French Protestant Missionaries. 

On the western coast the Wesleyan Missionaries have resumed 
their labours in Great Namaqua; and it is to them that we 
must look for a better knowledge of the natives, and for the 
spread of civilization and Christianity, the most worthy object of 
geographical discovery. 

In this direction also Captain Alexander departed in Sep- 
tember last from Cape Town, on his way to the Damaras country 
and to Walvisch Bay, which he hoped to reach by last March. 
His route has been by Clan William, and the Kamiesberg, 
across the Orange River ; and by the latest accounts, dated 
January 1, 1837, he was at Africaaner's Kraal, in latitude 28° 
south, longitude about 19° east. All his party well, and only 
waiting for a few showers of rain to continue his journey to the 
northward. 

Mozambique. — M. Xavier Botelho, many years resident in the 
Portuguese possessions on this coast, has lately published a statis- 
tical notice of its establishments ; for an account of which the 
Edinburgh Review for November last may be consulted with 
advantage. 

Madagascar. — Of this important island we are still very igno- 
rant ; nor could any information be gleaned from the natives who 
have lately passed some weeks in England ; yet that four out of 
six spoke and wrote English with facility, is a testimony to the 
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labours of the Missionaries in this country. We hope ere long 
to have a full account of a residence of some years in the capital, 
Thanaan-arrive, from a Missionary who is intimately acquainted 
with the language, and has taken a leading part in communicating 
to the natives, as far as practicable, some of the blessings of 
civilization. 

AMERICA. 

North America. — Traversing the Atlantic to the shores of 
America, we naturally follow the course of our gallant countryman 
Back, in his former voyage, from the wide expanse of the Great 
Slave Lake, for 600 miles down the river which now most appro- 
priately bears his name, to the shores of the Arctic Ocean, and 
there watch him carefully collecting evidences in the set of 
the current — the direction of the ice — and the character of the 
drift wood — for the great probability of a water communication 
in or about the parallels of 69° or 70°. In order to supply the 
few remaining links in the chain of discovery which the efforts of 
Parry, Franklin, Beechey, and the Rosses had thrown round the 
northern coast of America, his Majesty's Government, approving 
of the recommendation of the Geographical Society, again dis- 
patched Captain Back, in his Majesty's ship Terror, in June last, 
for Repulse Bay, or Wager Inlet — thence to cross the supposed 
isthmus which separates the two seas, and to continue along-shore 
to the westward, in his boats ; and thus, we confidently trust, by 
determining the northern limits and configuration of the American 
Continent, to complete the stupendous discoveries of the great 
Columbus. 

Further to the westward the Hudson's Bay Company, in pursu- 
ing their avocations over an unknown country, are annually making 
fresh discoveries ; and at this moment some of their servants are 
exploring a track from the Great Slave Lake to Port Turnagain, 
with the hope of tracing the 220 miles of coast that are yet 
unknown between that point and Captain James Ross's farthest. 

Greenland. — Captain James Ross, R.N., in his recent voyage 
in search of the missing whalers, has obtained some new infor- 
mation relative to the west coast ; and the translation of Graah's 
Voyage to Greenland, just published by the Geographical So- 
ciety, will enable the English reader to judge of the probabilities 
that may yet remain of discovering the supposed lost colonies on 
the east coast of Greenland. 

Canada. — An arduous survey of the great river St. Lawrence, 
by Captain Bayfield, R.N., under the direction of the Hydro- 
graphic Office, has for several years been in progress ; and so 
valuable are his charts acknowledged to be, that the pilots of 
Quebec petitioned goTernment for their immediate publication. 
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They are now published, on the scale of an inch to a mile, for the 
upper part of the river — for the lower part, the scale is an inch to 
two miles and a half. To navigators frequenting the St. Lawrence 
these charts will prove an invaluable boon. 

United States. — A large map of the United States, in twenty- 
four sheets, on the scale of twelve inches to a degree, compiled 
from general surveys by Mr. D. H. Burr, Topographer to the 
Congress, is now engraving in London, by Mr. John Arrowsmith, 
and will shortly be in course of publication in the LJnited States ; 
but preparations have been long in progress for an elaborate tri- 
angulation of the whole union — instruments of the most refined 
construction have been gradually provided — and a short trial, 
comprising about eighty miles along the coast, has been already 
made under the directions of Mr. Hassler, whose well-known 
talents as a mathematician and an observer give more than pro- 
mise that this splendid undertaking will equal anything yet exe- 
cuted in the old continent. How singular that a country which has 
made such gigantic strides in arts and in science, in such a short 
period, should not yet have established a National Observatory! 
But Congress, we learn with much satisfaction, are now about to 
wipe away this just reproach; and we can also congratulate the 
scientific world on the steps which our own government is now 
taking to erect an observatory at Toronto, the capital of LTpper 
Canada. 

Mexico. — The great interest attached to the extraordinary re- 
mains discovered in this country have lately elicited two memoirs 
on the subject; one from the pen of Captain Vetch, R.E., who 
spent many years there — the other by Dr. Von Martius, inserted 
in the Transactions of the Academy of Sciences at Munich : 
the latter seems to be of opinion that a nation of Toltecs never 
existed, but that it was a name applied to the Astecs, who erected 
the pyramids of Cholula, &c, Toltec, Dr. Von Martius says, 
signifying ' builder.' 

Herr Carl Nebel, of Hamburg, has just completed the 
twelve Numbers, containing his voyage to Mexico, beautifully 
illustrated ; and now that there is no longer any difficulty in tra- 
velling there it may be hoped that some of our many wandering 
countrymen will turn their steps to Mexico, where are yet many 
discoveries to be made, and particularly with regard to that inte- 
resting subject, the migration of nations, — and thus complete the 
work that Humboldt has so well begun. 

Central America. — The eastern shores of this country have just 
been accurately surveyed by Captain Owen, R.N. Commencing 
at Cape Catoche, the north-eastern point of Yucatan, the survey 
has been continued down the coast of Honduras, and along the 
Poyais shore, to Cape Gracias a Dios, and from thence to the 
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southward as far as the Rio San Juan. But Captain Owen's 
skill and resources have not heen confined to that shore ; — they 
have new-modelled the charts of that most intricate group, the 
Bahama Isles ; he has corrected numerous errors in those of Ja- 
maica, Haiti, and Cuha, and after minutely examining the Bank 
of Demerara, he surveyed that river for 200 miles from its mouth. 
On the western shores a survey is carrying on under Captain 
Belcher, R.N., whose present ground is hetween the Gulfs of 
Panama and California ; but he will ultimately unite the surveys 
of Captain Fitz Roy to the discoveries of Vancouver and Beechey ; 
and thus will the British government present to the mariner and 
geographer the noble gift of a correct and uniform representation 
of the whole western coast of America from Cape Horn to 
Behring's Straits, comprising a space of upwards of 9000 miles. 
Of the interior we have some routes of travellers, &c. ; and a 
general memoir on the country, by Colonel Galindo, will be found 
in the Royal Geographical Society's Journal, vol. vi. 

The ruins of the nameless city, or cities, near Palenque, as also 
of Itzalan, have been beautifully drawn by Mr. Waldeck, and are 
now, we are informed, in course of publication at Paris. 

West Indies. — The survey of this archipelago of islands, cays, 
and shoals, is continued under the direction of the Hydrographic 
Office, and executed by Lieutenant Barnet, R.N., whose inde- 
fatigable labours on the vast and dangerous cays near the Mos- 
quito Coast have entitled him to the gratitude of every West 
Indian navigator. Much useful information will also be found 
in Sir Andrew Halliday's lately published work on the natural 
and physical history of these islands. 

South America. — Before proceeding further with a country 
that recalls to us at every step that excellent traveller Baron 
Humboldt, we must notice his valuable work entitled " Examen 
Critique de la Geographie du nouveau Continent, aux 15me et 
l6me siecles," — in which the author thoroughly examines all the 
claims of pretenders to the discovery of the new world — points 
out when the name of America was first applied to it — and fully 
exposes the absurdity of the pretensions, by means of which the 
prenomen of Vespucius has become unalterably affixed to the 
largest portion of the globe. 

Brazil. — Nor would it be right to omit the excellent collection 
of Noticias para a Historia e Geografia das Nagoes Ultramarinas, 
throwing much light on the early voyages of the enterprizing 
Portuguese navigators, which are publishing by the Academy of 
Sciences at Lisbon, and are ably illustrated with notes by the 
Senhor de Macedo. 

Guayana. — Commencing on the northern coast, the river Esse- 
quibo and its tributaries have been traced by Mr. Schomburg, 
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under the direction of the Geographical Society, to within two 
degrees and a half of the Equator — he has fixed many positions 
on it astronomically — obtained much information respecting the 
natives — and made a valuable collection in natural history. In 
October last Mr. Schomburg ascended the river Courantine as 
far as 4° 16' north latitude, where a series of cataracts obliged 
him to return ; the river was there 900 yards wide, and its level 
530 feet above that of the sea. Mr. Schomburg, by the last 
accounts, on Dec. 1, had begun to ascend the river Berbice, with 
the hope of reaching the line of separation of waters between the 
Amazons and the Essequibo. 

In French Guyane MM. Bauve and Leprieur have explored 
the river Oyapok, and part of the Marony — some of the details 
of which will be found in the Bulletin de la Societe de Geographic 

Amazons. — This mighty river has been explored by two British 
officers, Messrs. Smith and Lowe, who have shown that an easy 
navigable passage exists from the town of Pozuzu on the Pachitea, 
within 300 miles of Lima, by the rivers Ucayali and the Amazons 
to the Atlantic Ocean; a fact which may prove of incalculable 
importance to the rising states of Bolivia and Peru. 

Peru. — General Miller has accomplished a journey of 150 
miles both to the northward and eastward of Cuzco, and has 
thrown much light on the hydrography of that part of the country 
in tracing the course of a river supposed to be one of the largest 
tributaries of the great river Purus, if not the river itself. 

Rio de la Plata. — An important addition to our knowledge of 
this country has just been made by Don Pedro de Angelis, at 
Buenos Ayres, in a ' Coleccion de Documentos,' &c, relative to 
the History of the Rio de la Plata ; being a collection of original 
documents, some of especial value to the topographer, as, for in- 
stance, the journal of Don Luis de la Cruz, who in 1 806 crossed 
the Andes and the Pampas, to establish a road from Concepcion 
in Chile to Buenos Ayres. The work is enriched with valuable 
notes by the editor ; and it is highly gratifying to find the mem- 
bers of a new republic profiting by the first moment of political 
tranquillity to collect and publish the original papers connected 
with the history of their country. 

Another original document on this part of South America, 
namely, the ' Diary of Don Basilio Villarino,' who explored the 
Rio Negro, in 1782, from the Atlantic to the foot of the Andes, 
has been communicated to the Geographical Society by Sir 
Woodbine Parish. 

M. Alcide d'Orbigny's beautiful work on the Natural History 
of the Republic of La Plata, and the Banda Oriental, is pub- 
lishing at Paris, and has reached its twelfth number ; and Dr. 
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Rengger's ( Reise nacli Paraguay,' just published at Aarau, gives 
us the results of eight years' residence in that country. 

Patagonia. — Proceeding southwards along the shores of this 
vast continent, we now come to the account of an expedition just 
completed, which has brought home a greater mass of accurate 
geographical information than any expedition since the voyages of 
Cook and of Flinders ; namely, the survey of the coasts of Pata- 
gonia, Terra del Fuego, Chile, and Peru, by Captain Fitz 
Roy, R.N., in His Majesty's ship Beagle. Beginning with the 
southern bank of the wide Rio de la Plata, every mile of the 
coast thence to Cape Horn was closely surveyed and laid down 
on a large scale ; each harbour and anchorage was planned ; 
thirty miles of the Rio Negro, and two hundred of the Santa 
Cruz, up to the foot of the Andes, were examined and laid down, 
and a chart was made of the Falkland Islands. To the west- 
ward of Cape Horn, from the parallel of 47° south to the river 
of Guayaquil, only 3° south of the Equator, the whole coasts of 
Chile and Peru have been surveyed ; nor has any port or road- 
stead been omitted. Of the Chonos Archipelago no chart 
existed. Of Chiloe the best Spanish charts were twenty-five 
miles in error in latitude. Among numerous other heights mea- 
sured, the Volcano of Aconcagua was proved to be 23,300 feet 
above the sea ; thus taking rank as third in height in the Cor- 
dilleras of the Andes. A detailed description of the great earth- 
quake at Concepcion in 1835; a valuable collection in all depart- 
ments of natural history, by Mr. Darwin ; together with sixty 
charts, on the scale of 12 inches to a degree, and one hundred 
plans, and innumerable views, besides meteorologic journals and 
tide registers, which are now lodged in the Hydrographic Office, 
attest the indefatigable zeal with which this service was con- 
ducted.* Quitting the coasts of South America, the Galapagos 
Islands, the dangerous Archipelago, and the Keeling Islands were 
examined, and a chronometric chain of measurement by twenty- 
two time-keepers, for the first time, has been carried, from east 
to west, round the globe. 

A summary of this voyage, giving all the most important 
positions obtained, and the chief practical results, has been pub- 
lished in the Journal of the Geographical Society, while the 
more detailed narrative of its various incidents is preparing to 
meet the eagerness which the public always feel in a series of 
operations so wisely planned and so ably conducted. 

It were hardly necessary to add, that the Royal Premium " for the 

* It is tight to mention that this service was most materially assisted by the in- 
fluential exertions of Mr. Wilson, British Consul-General at Lima, and by the liberal 
and active co-operation of Don Eduardo Carrasco, hydrographer in Peru. 
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encouragement of geographical science and discovery," has been 
awarded to Captain Fitz-Roy, R.N., as commander of this 
expedition. 

AUSTRALIA. 

New South Wales. — The exploring party under Major Mit- 
chell, Surveyor- General of this Colony, returned to Sydney at 
the commencement of the past year, having traced the river 
Darling (discovered by Sturt in 1828) to lat. 32° 30' S., long. 
142° 30' east of Greenwich. In March, 1836, Major Mitchell 
again started on discovery, and within these few days we have 
learnt that he has succeeded in tracing the Darling into the 
Murray; has crossed to the southward, and struck the coast 
near Portland Bay, in 141^° east longitude, about 150 miles to 
the westward of Port Phillip, where the party had received sup- 
plies from the whalers, and were to return by land to Sydney, a 
distance, in a direct line, of 600 miles. The details of this 
expedition have not yet reached England. 

Another journey, by Mr. Hamilton Hume, already well known 
as having been the first to strike out a route from Sydney to Port 
Phillip in 1824, has been effected from Sydney to the south- 
eastern extreme of Australia at Cape Howe, and thence to 
Wilson's Promontory at its southern point. The details are not 
yet known. 

South Australia. — The colony recently established in Spencer's 
Gulf has sent home a cheering account of its prospects, and of 
the quality of the land. 

Western Australia. — From the colony at Swan River, the 
Surveyor-General has lately penetrated upwards of 150 miles 
east, and then eighty miles to the northward, but the results are 
not known. A road has been traced to the settlement at King 
George's Sound, and is said to pass through a fine country. 

North-Western Australia. — Nothing has hitherto been done 
on this perhaps the most promising spot for discovery in the con- 
tinent of Australia ; but the expedition shortly about to leave 
England for Swan River will doubtless be enabled to throw more 
or less light on some of the great geographical problems which 
attract attention to this remarkable country. 

The nautical part under the command of Captain Wickham, 
R.N., will probably proceed at once to Dampier's Archipelago, 
and prosecute examination in that quarter before proceeding to 
the survey of Torres Straits. In the mean time, two young 
officers of His Majesty's army, Lieutenant Grey, 83rd regiment, 
and Lieutenant Lushington, 9th regiment, volunteers in the 
cause of discovery, will be landed with their party at Swan River, 
and there make arrangements, guided by the best local information, 
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for prosecuting researches in the quarter which it is considered 
most probable may lead to important geographical discoveries. 

Pacific Ocean. — This, as has been well remarked, is the 
domain of Vice- Admiral Krusenstern ; and he is entitled to the 
thanks of all navigators for the care with which he registers every 
new islet discovered in this vast Archipelago. We learn on the 
authority of our most recent circumnavigators that Krusenstern's 
charts are the only guides in these seas, and we cordially join 
with the Admiral in his Introduction to his last Supplement, 
in which he points out the heavy responsibility which map-makers 
incur in republishing charts full of inaccuracies, when the means 
for improving them to a great extent are quite within their reach. 

The omission of any notice of what has been done towards the 
geographical distribution of man, animals, and plants ; — of all 
works on ethnography, or the classification of mankind according 
to languages, religions, &c, on meteorology, and other important 
branches of strict geographical inquiry, will strike the most cur- 
sory reader of this sketch, but time would not allow of touching 
on the subject. 

Having briefly mentioned what has been done, we cannot deny 
ourselves the pleasure of noticing the expeditions from other 
countries now in progress : — 

Captain Laplace, well known for his Voyage autour du Monde 
in La Favorite, in 1830-32, has again sailed on board L'Arthemise, 
on another voyage round the world. 

At the same time, Captain Du Petit Thouars has sailed in 
La Venus, but in a contrary direction, also on a voyage round the 
globe. 

Captain Dumont d'Urville, companion of Duperre, and com- 
mander of the Astrolabe in her circumnavigation of the globe in 
i 826-29, is shortly to sail from Toulon, to endeavour to follow 
the track of Weddell into the Antarctic Ocean — thence to visit 
the Polynesian Islands, where he will doubtless obtain much ad- 
ditional information to that he has already given us respecting the 
natives and languages of this interesting portion of the globe. 

From the Ignited States of America an expedition, consisting 
of five vessels, some fitted for exploring the Frozen Ocean, and 
provided with the best instruments that the various capitals of 
Europe could supply, is shortly to sail on a voyage, from which 
we may confidently expect some important results. 

We cannot conclude this imperfect and hasty sketch of the 
Progress of Geography without recording our testimony to the 
value of the labours of sister associations, — of the Geographical 
Society of Berlin, directed by the able and zealous geographer 
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Professor Ritter, which has just held its fourth anniversary, — of 
M. Vander-Maelen, whose establishment at Brussels is in itself a 
society, — and especially of the Geographical Society of Paris, now 
in the fifteenth year of its existence. Besides its monthly bulle- 
tins, it has completed five volumes of a Recueil de Memoires, 
some of them of great interest ; and particularly that on the 
Orographic de TEurope. The two last contain the Relation of 
Rubruquis, and the Geography of Edrisi, translated by M. A. 
Jaubert. The work of Abii-1-feda is soon to follow. 

Neither can we omit to mention the liberality with which 
during each of the three past years this Society has awarded a 
medal for discovery to three of our countrymen — Burnes, Ross, 
and Back. May the mutual correspondence of the several Socie- 
ties, and the exchange of information, stimulate each other to 
press forward in the cause of geography ! and we hail the foun- 
dation of a Geographical Society at Frankfort-on-the-Main (the 
news of which has only this day reached us), headed by the names 
of Kriegk and of Meidinger, as an earnest that many valuable 
labourers are about to take a share in promoting the object for 
which we are instituted — the advancement of geographical science 
and discovery. 



XV. — A brief Account of an Ascent of the Old Calabar River in 
1836. By R. K. Oldfield, Esq. Read June 12, 1837. 

[The following pages were accompanied by an eye sketch of part of 
the river, but the data are not sufficiently accurate to enable us to lay 
them down on any of our maps or charts.] 

Accounts from Fernando Po state that Messrs. Becroft and 
Oldfield, of that island, have been with the steamer Quorra about 
1 20 miles up the Cross or Calabar river, and beyond the place 
where the unfortunate Mr. Coulthurst turned back in 1832.* 
It appears that a people called Itus, residing at a town named 
Old Ecricok in the Enyon country, have for many years been at 
war with the natives of Calabar, who are obliged to pass this 
town on their way to trade with the Qua and Boson countries. 
The Itu people are well known for their thievish propensities, 
and wish to levy a tax on all canoes passing their town ; and the 
reason they assign is, that the Calabarians disturb the fish of the 
river before their town, and that they ought to be made to pay 
for it. The merchant vessels at Calabar for palm oil have this 

* See Journal R. G. S., vol. ii. p. 309. 
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